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In an effort to increase the accessibility of 
the Kickapoo Rail Trail, the Forest Preserve 

Friends Foundation is seeking donations to install 
a solar powered wheelchair charging station 
between St. Joseph and Urbana. The Kickapoo Rail 
Trail has served as a valuable resource for those in 
wheelchairs during the pandemic. Access to free 
accessible outdoor recreation is an effective way of 
combating the stress of social isolation and gives 
people with mobility limitations a safe and enjoyable 
venue to connect with their community. The KRT 
receives significant usage for community members 
in wheelchairs. However, large sections of the KRT 
run through rural areas with no access to electricity 
for those in motorized wheelchairs. This leaves large 
sections of the KRT functionally inaccessible to a 

segment of the 
population.

Your 
donations, in 
support of a solar charging 
station for motorized wheelchairs, 
will increase the overall distance of usable 
trail for people with mobility limitations. The  
Forest Preserve Friends Foundation needs to  
raise $15,000 to help expand access to outdoor 
recreation for ALL members of our community.  

T
he Champaign County 
Forest Preserve District 
(CCFPD) has received 
a land donation of 5 

acres from the Preservation 
and Conservation Association 
of Champaign County (PACA). 
The land is located on the north 
side of County Road 2600 at the 
Sangamon River, contiguous with 
the Heron View Forest Preserve 
and expanding its total size to 103 
acres. The historically designated 
Hazen Bridge is located on the 
donated parcel.

With the District’s mission of 
preserving the natural and cultural 
history of Champaign County, 
PACA had long considered 
CCFPD to be an appropriate local 
governmental agency to take 
ownership of the Hazen Bridge and 
the 5-acre parcel of land on which 
it sits. The site contains good native 
habitat, including mature oak trees 
and an abundant population of 
Virginia bluebells in the spring. The 
land will help CCFPD provide more 
access to the river for recreation.  
A new parking lot and loop trail will 
be constructed in 2022.

PACA acquired the historic Hazen 
Bridge in 1991 after a new bridge 
over the Sangamon River was built 

lining up with County Road 2600 
North. The bridge was donated to 
PACA by the Newcomb Township 
Road Commission and the 5 acre 
parcel of land that it sits on was 
donated by Jack Richmond. “PACA 
is delighted to have the Hazen 
Bridge become a historic feature 
of the Heron View Forest Preserve. 

It makes good sense to have this 
5-acre parcel in the stewardship 
of the CCFPD” said Joe Zalabak, 
President of PACA. “They protect 
not only natural areas, but cultural 
treasures as well.”

The Hazen Bridge is of historical 
significance due to the Pratt 
truss design. It is one of only 
two truss bridges remaining in 
Champaign County. The bridge 
was constructed in 1893, and is 
listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. The bridge will 
remain observable for historical 

interpretation, but will be closed 
to travel due to accessibility and 
safety concerns. 

“PACA’s generous donation gives 
Champaign County residents an 
additional preserved natural  ›  

Land donation expands  
HERON VIEW FOREST PRESERVE 

KRT Charging Station
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April 1 - May 15April 1 - May 15

If you would like to support this project,  
you may donate at ccfpd.org to the  
KRT Accessibility Fund.

The historical Hazen 
Bridge is now a 
part of Heron View 
Forest Preserve.
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● APRIL ● 
Friday, April 8 - Sunday May 1
SELF-GUIDED SPRING WILDFLOWER 
WALK
Rayburn-Purnell Woods, Lake of the  
Woods Forest Preserve, Daily During 
Preserve Open Hours
FREE. All ages. 

Thursday, April 21 - Monday, May 30
AROUND ONE LOG STORYWALK ® 
Timberdoodle Trail, Homer Lake Forest 
Preserve, Daily During Preserve Open Hours
FREE. All ages.
 
Friday, April 22
HOMESCHOOLERS CREATE REPURPOSED 
MASTERPIECES FOR EARTH DAY
Museum of the Grand Prairie, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, 10-11:30 a.m.
Kids aged 5-14 with an adult can register  
to use our materials! Registration required  
at ccfpd.org. 

Friday, April 22 
WALK WITH A NATURALIST
Interpretive Center, Homer Lake Forest 
Preserve, 6:30-8 p.m.
All ages. FREE. Space is limited; registration 
required by April 21 at ccfpd.org. All attendees 
(adults and children) must register in advance. 

Saturday, April 23
KIDS CREATE REPURPOSED 
MASTERPIECES FOR EARTH DAY
Museum of the Grand Prairie, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, 1-2:30 p.m.
Kids aged 5-14 with an adult can register  
to use our materials! Registration required  
at ccfpd.org.

Friday, April 29
INTERNATIONAL DARK SKY WEEK 
Activity Center, Middle Fork River Forest 
Preserve, 7:30-10 p.m.
Recommended for ages 5 and up, but all 
ages are welcome. No cloud date. FREE. 
Registration required by April 28 at ccfpd.org. 

● MAY ●
Wednesday, May 4
A CLOSER LOOK AT A HISTORY OF 
HEALING: TALKING TUBERCULOSIS
Online Event, Streaming on the Museum 
of the Grand Prairie Facebook & YouTube 
pages, 10-10:30 a.m. FREE

Wednesday, May 11
A CLOSER LOOK AT A HISTORY OF 
HEALING: COMMUNITY RESPONSES
Online Event, Streaming on the Museum 
of the Grand Prairie Facebook & YouTube 
pages, 10-10:30 a.m. FREE

Saturday, May 14
INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY
Interpretive Center, Homer Lake Forest 
Preserve, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Friday, May 20
WALK WITH A NATURALIST
Interpretive Center, Homer Lake Forest 
Preserve, 10- 11:30 a.m.
All ages. FREE. Space is limited; registration 
required by May 19 at ccfpd.org. All attendees 
(adults and children) must register in advance. 

Saturday, May 14
GNOME HOME MINIATURE GARDEN
Museum of the Grand Prairie, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, 1-2:30 p.m.
$10 per child participant. Ages 5-11 
accompanied by an adult. Registration 
required at ccfpd.org. 

Wednesday, May 18
A CLOSER LOOK AT A HISTORY OF 
HEALING: HOUSE CALLS
Online Event, Streaming on the Museum 
of the Grand Prairie Facebook & YouTube 
pages, 10-10:30 a.m. FREE. 

Saturday, May 21
EXHIBIT OPENING:  
A HISTORY OF HEALING
Museum of the Grand Prairie,  
Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve,  
Open Hours: 1-5 p.m.

Saturday, May 28
TAKE ME FISHING: MIDDLE FORK
Cypress Pond, Middle Fork River Forest 
Preserve, 9-11 a.m.
Adult supervision of children 15 and under  
is required. FREE. All Ages.

PROGRAMS & VIRTUAL EVENTS     See the full program descriptions online, ccfpd.org

area, a historic structure, and access 
to the Sangamon River. We are 
grateful that PACA has chosen 
the Forest Preserve District to be 
the steward of these important 
resources as they help further our 
mission to protect the county’s 
natural and cultural resources and 
inspire people to care for, enjoy,  
and explore their natural world,”  
says Lorrie Pearson, CCFPD 
Executive Director.

As the name implies, Heron View 
Forest Preserve is home to a great 
blue herons, whose grouped nesting 
is called a rookery. Staying on 
CCFPD designated trails will help 

visitors avoid levels of disturbance 
that could result in the herons 
abandoning their nests. The rookery 
should only be observed from a 

distance, especially during the 
nesting season that lasts from  
mid-March until August. 

Joe Zalabak, PACA 
president, and 
Lorrie Pearson, 
CCFPD Executive 
Director, inspect 
the Hazen Bridge. Scan here to learn more or visit: 

https://idsw.darksky.org/#about

Volunteer Opportunity
Friday, April 22
EARTH DAY GARLIC MUSTARD REMOVAL 
Homer Lake Forest Preserve, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, Middle Fork River 
Forest Preserve, River Bend Forest Preserve, 
4:30-6:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 23
EARTH DAY GARLIC MUSTARD REMOVAL 
Homer Lake Forest Preserve, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, Middle Fork River 
Forest Preserve, River Bend Forest Preserve, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Help on Earth Day by 
removing invasive 
Garlic Mustard from 
four of our Forest 
Preserves! This 
activity is great  
for all ages and all 
skill levels.

Come to the check in 
station and receive location and identification 
information. Prospective volunteers should 
please sign up on this interest form to receive 
further details https://bit.ly/MustardRemoval22 
or check the event calendar on our website.



❀  To Our 2021 Donors   ❀

Thank You
$2,000 and Up

Anonymous

AMBUCS

Brian and Karen Anderson

Ryan Anderson

Lucille Frasca

Beverly and Mike Friese

William and Rose Goodman

Harvey Hodges

Craig and Tannie Justus

Sarah and Jeff Livesay ❀

Daniel Noel and Robin Allen ❀❀

Richard Noel

Joe Lamb ❀❀

Lorrie Pearson

Gordon and Renee Salm

Will and Lynn Timmons ❀❀

Jack Waaler

Ruth Wene and Tom Seals ❀

Mary Ellen Wuellner  
 and Ann Panthen ❀❀

$1,000 to $1,999

Anonymous

Rod and Christine Beyers

Victor and Bonnie Buraglio

Catherine Capel

Robert and Mary Ann  
 Espeseth ❀❀

Heath and Kathy Grote ❀❀

Susan and Lew Hopkins

Kathleen Lambert-Wood

Roger Laramee and  
 Tim Bayley ❀

League of Women Voters  
 of Champaign County

Maureen McCord ❀❀

Mills Foundation

Barb Oehlschlaeger-Garvey ❀❀

Prairie Cycle Club

Robeson Family  
 Benefit Fund ❀❀

Sandra and Bill Volk

Mark and Claudia Washburn

$101 to $999

Anonymous

Susan Appel

Nancy and Fred Arnold

Nate Atkinson

Basil Auteberry ❀

John and Karen Baker ❀❀

Michael Ball

Robert Ballsrud

Jim Barham ❀❀

Jeanine Berlocher

Eleanor Blackmon ❀❀

Twila and Andrew Blum

Charles Boast and  
 Marsha Clinard

Robert Boesdorfer

Moss Bresnahan

Jacquelyn Brewer

Ralph Brown

Irene and Clark Bullard

Patricia A. Cardenas

chambanamoms.com

Andee Chestnut ❀❀

The Coffee Station

Tyler Courson

Jeff and Cathy Cunningham

Robyn De Lap

Caroline Diani

Jean Driscoll

Dave and Dianda Easter

Christopher Edmondson

Alice Elder-Miller

Nancy Elliot

Virginia Erickson

Tricia Eustice

Dale and Joyce Ewen ❀❀

Farm Credit Illinois

Gordon Fellows

Joseph and Sandy Finnerty

Karen Folk

Bettina and George Francis

Rich Furr ❀

Merry Mitchell

Marina Montez-Ellis

David and Ella Moore

Mary Morgan

Perry Morris

Wayne Mosser

Geoff and Melissa Muckenhirn

Camille Munson

Walter and Jane Myers

Sarah Nemeth

Joseph Niernberger

Raymond Norton

Sherry Oegemoc

Merianne O’Grady and  
 Robin Shealy ❀

Jen Okhuysen

Janice Olson

Cynthia and Daniel Ozier

Gerald Pagac ❀❀

Don Pakey

James and Mare Payne ❀❀

Peggy and Neil Pearson

Gerald and Sandra Pijanowski

SC Pinnel

Marvin Piwoni ❀❀

Michael Pleasant

Stacy Rachel

Kelly Ramos

Lois Rath

Cynthia Rayburn

Larry Raygo

Melissa Records ❀❀

Rebecca Richardson

Amy Roady

Karen Roth

Carl Roth

Ethan Russell

Elizabeth Salata

Philip and Danette Schaefer

Jarrod and Jessica  
 Scheunemann ❀

Michelle Schnabel

Chelsea Schneringer

Grace and William Schoedel ❀

Dawn Schultz ❀❀

Julie Schum

Barb Scott

Kevin and Lea Ann  
 Seymour ❀❀

Jeanine Sheehy

David and Jan Sholem

Myron and Sonya Sholem ❀❀

Jackie and Canaan Shores

Stephanie Showman

Susan Simmons

Kevin Simondsen

Nancy Sivertsen

Martha Sivier

Jack Skinner

Jaime Skinner

Smile Politely

Kim Smith and David Skadden

Kate Smith

Emily Smith

Jan Smith

Dawn Snell

Katie Snyder

Vickie Stamper

Marian and David Stone ❀

Kelly Strode

David and Lisa Sur

Robert Switzer

Brian Taylor
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Scott Tess ❀

Shelly and Zackary Timm

Dianne Toalson ❀❀

Pat Tomasko

Saundra Uhlott

UIUC Outdoor Adventure Club

Cory VanDeveer

Mary Voudrie

James Wallace

Richard Warren

Judy Webber

Wayne and Anne Weber

Betty Wendland

Kent Wetzel

Pat Wheeler

An   gela Whitlock

Margaret and James Whitmore

Laurie Wiechert and  
 David Sharar ❀

Phyllis and Joe Williams

Louanne Winkle

Susan Winkler

Ava Wolf

Katie Woodmansee

Jacqueline Worden

Linda Wright

Patrick Zagorski

Jenna Zeidler

Martin and Kathryn Zientek

❀  denotes five-year  
Perennial Donors

❀❀  denotes ten-year  
Perennial Donors

As much as we try to avoid it, we  
do make mistakes from time to time. 
If your name is missing or listed 
incorrectly, please let us know at 
foundation@ccfpd.org and accept  
our apologies!



Madeleine Garvey ❀❀

Girl Scout Troop #2956

Elizabeth Goldwasser

Estella Greenfield ❀

Calvin Gudeman

Richard P Harden ❀

Kathleen Harleman

Joshua Harris

Wanda Haschek-Hock  
 and Vincent Hock

Matthew Hausman

John Hayes

Sue Ann and Richard Hedrick ❀

Ellen Hedrick ❀

Katherine Heneberry

Matthew Hesson-McInnis

Joseph Hooker

Cynthia Hoyle and  
 Sheldon Katz ❀

Steve Ingram

John and Jan Ison

Gary and Dixie Jackson

Jay and Shelley Jimenez

Thomas J. Kacich

Janet Keller

Donovan and Carissa Kemna

Cheryl Kennedy ❀❀

George and Beverly Kieffer ❀❀

Janice Kimpel

Betsy and Peter Kuchinke ❀❀

Michael Lambert

Jessica and Ben LeRoy

Marianne Lippi

Cynthia and Michael Loui ❀

David and Sandra Lucas

Jared Lyons

John and Norma McDannald

Dirk Mol and Jerry Wray

Music Shoppe

Karen Myers

Jane and Alan Nathan ❀❀

Sandy and Fred Newport

Matt Noel

Errol Packard

Jean Paley

Paula and Paul Palmgren ❀

John Peterson

John and Julie Potts

Brock and Dawn Price

Rhonda and Dan Proctor

David Purlee

Richard and Kay Rayburn

Paul Ricker ❀

Nicole Riemer

Anne Robin

Christine Roszkowski

Juan Salas

Mark and Kathy  
 Schoeffmann ❀❀

Second Wind Running Club ❀

Mary Severinghaus

Thomas and Suzanne Smith

Rachel Smith-Bolton

Charlie Smyth and  
 Audrey Ishii ❀

B. Kay Speyer

Lisa Sprinkle

Mary Stech

Elizabeth Stegmaier

Mary Sutherland and  
 Linda Coleman

Cynthia and Clyde Sweet

Robert Taylor

Lott and Suann Thomas

George and Susie Timmons

Mark Toalson ❀❀

Scott Trees

Jennifer and Jason Vallowe

Patricia Verstrat and  
 Lee McGuire ❀

Gregory Walburg and  
 Belinda Porter

Michael Walker and  
 CK Gunsalus

Gary Watson

Donald Wauthier ❀

Jack and Sally Widholm ❀

Tracy Wilson

Mark and Sharon Yeakel

Yellow & Co

Vern Zehr

Kathryn Zimmerman

Up to $100

Anonymous

James Acheson

Paul Alberts

Linda and Richard Alexander

Roger Alighive

Chuck and Sharon Allen

Melanie Allen

Thomas Anastasio and  
 Anne McKusick ❀

Anton Antulov

James and Jacqueline  
 Barkmeier

Sharon and Arthur Baroody

Terrie Barr ❀

Norma Bean ❀

Erica Beauvois

Mary Beck ❀❀

Martin Bennett

Chris Berti

Judy Bingman

Sarah and Thomas Blunier

Julie and Larry Booth

Eileen Borgia

Sharon and Tom Brant

Alex Brauman

Laurie Brewker

Erika Briggs

John Britt

Fred and Carol Bunting

Terri Burdick

Amy Burkhalter

Scott Burner

Virginia Busboom

Lester Bushue

Patrick Cain

Gregory Chrisman

Wendy Christmrs

Christopher Clementz  
 Construction

Angie Clayton ❀❀

Betsy Colon

Melanie Cook

C-U Marathon - Christie Clinic  
 Illinois Marathon

Cynthia Cunningham

Mary Daab

Jenny and Michael Daab

Paul D’Agostino

Nicholas Dalrymple

Angel Dannenberg

Scott Dean

Lisa DeCicco

Elizabeth Dennison

Donna DiFiore

Margaret Donnelly Kelly  
 and Thomas P. Kelly

Lisa Dvorok

Kathy Easter

Amanda Eastin-Allen

Jane Ehret

Amy Ehret

Maureen Elsbernd

Mikyung Eum

Executive Club of  
 Champaign County

Seth B. Fein

Krystal Fitzpatrick

David Flint

William and Nancy Ford

Rosemary Forrest

MJ Frank

Justin Fullenkamp

Barbara Fuller

Ann Gehant

Barbara Gerrietts

Eugene and Inga Giles

Matthew Goldstein

Heidi Goodspeed

Grant E. Kinkelaar

Ann Grimes

Jennifer Grove

Julia and David Guth

Jamie Hachett

Mark Hanson

Erin Hartnett

Mauri Heath

Steven and Susan Helle

Zach Hench

Alice Heneberry

Melisa Higgins

Kay Hodson ❀❀

Jean Hogan

Ellen Holy

Heather Hoyt

Philip Hult

Stephen Ising

Ellen Jacobsen-Isserman

David Jahn

Karen Jannusch

John and Marilyn Januszko ❀❀

Elisabeth Jenicek

Elizabeth Johnston

Julie Jorgensen

Nancy Joseph

Julia Kellman and Phil Miller

Andrew Kerins and  
 Margaret Verklan ❀

Mike Kessel

Todd Kinney and  
 Margaret Patten

Kathi Krawkoski

Matt Kuntz

Eric Larson

Warren Lavey

Marilyn Leger

Pam Leiter

Catherine Lescak

Jon Liebman

Sandra Loeb

Bridget Logue

Wayne and Lorraine Logue ❀

Looking for Lincoln

Janet Luedtke

Janice and Joe Maddox ❀❀

Douglas and Carol Maddox

David and Christine Main

Levi Marriott

David and Ann Marriott

Colleen and Charles Maxwell

Gail McCannon

Rita McCannon

Nancy McCarty

Travis McClure

Jefferson McCollum

Jane and Michael McCulley ❀

Jim McGuire

Evan and Lee Melhado

Chris Migotsky

Robert and Carol Miller
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